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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
After all we’ve been through this year,
especially in cotton, it’s difficult to believe how
well things are going right now. I’m hesitant to say
that, even though it’s true, because we all know
how quickly conditions can change. We are still in
the middle of the harvest, but let’s give thanks to
God for the blessing of this good weather, and
while we’re at it let’s ask for enough time to finish
the job.
Cotton:
NOTICE: We are still planning to have the
variety field day at Durant. We delayed it this year
because the test is late. Because of rains the test
was not planted until May 30 this year, and most of
the varieties are only about 20 to 30 percent open
now. I plan to have the variety program in the late
afternoon on the 23rd of this month, but I will be
letting you know with a reminder prior to that time.
I hope that many of you will be finished with most
of your harvesting by then and will be able to come.
To have scheduled the meeting earlier would have
served little purpose since you would have only
seen green plants. I hope that by then the cotton
will be fully open and defoliated so you can see
differences in the varieties. I have the plot signs
installed now, and you are welcome to visit the area
anytime you are in the area. If you will give me a
call, I will try to meet you. (Office –
, Cell –
) The test is located at
the same place where it has been the last two years
– on Jeff Parkinson’s farm on Bowling Green Rd.
about a half-mile northwest of Durant.
I will avoid going into a lot of detail about
my feelings on the crop since my comments might
be misquoted somewhere, however I will say that
so far I have been “surprised”. We don’t need to
get too happy yet because so far we have been
harvesting the fields that were planted during the
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best planting window we had in the spring. There
are still a lot of fields left that were planted later,
and that were subjected to some of the most adverse
field conditions I have seen in a long time. I do not
feel that we can expect this second set of fields to
fare as well as those we have been in so far. Yields
will likely fall off on these fields, and some of them
may not be able to complete boll-opening prior to
being damaged by freezing – we will just have to
wait and take what we get.
The main thing I want to cover here is the
idea that as we go through the harvest we should be
thinking about next year with plans for testing soils,
rotating crops, reducing tillage, and choosing the
best varieties. I know that I am “preaching to the
choir” with you people who are this year seeing the
results of these practices, especially rotation with
corn. After this crop, anyone who has been paying
attention has seen the impact of a corn rotation on
cotton yield. Prior to this year, I had been told by
some of you that cotton yields were being increased
by 200 to 300 pounds of lint per acre following
corn, but I expect to see those figures creep upward
a little more.
With tillage reduction, we are down to the
last few people who have not gotten on board. It’s
ironic that some of these last few to consider
“conservation tillage” may actually get paid to
make the change through incentive funds from
EQIP. I wish there was some way for you
“pioneers” who bit the bullet and changed just
because you saw the cultural benefits to participate
as well, but I doubt that will happen.
As I usually say this time of year, take soil
samples this fall while you still remember where
your problem areas were. Sample them, and sample
areas that did well so you can compare the soil test
results from the two situations. We all know
however, that some of our problem areas this year
were not caused by poor soil fertility, but poor
drainage during the early part of the season. Most
of you probably have some of these areas on your

farms, and you know whether the problem was
surface-drainage or backwater flooding. Hopefully
where the problem was surface drainage you will
choose to do some corrective work, but where the
problem was flooding you may not be able to fix it
in the short term.
Even though we still have a ways to go in
our area, the performance of varieties has been
interesting to watch. Most varieties are doing well
somewhere, but a few are showing more
consistency, and this is what we must have in the
future. We have to put all our personal preferences
aside and look at varieties with an open mind,
primarily looking at profitability. Some were easy
to grow, while others were more difficult to
manage, but if the profit is there it will be difficult
to say anything negative.
With temperatures dropping fast now, we
should change defoliation materials on late fields.
Harvade is the safe bet, but Aim, Gramoxone, Prep,
and higher rates of Def should work well. Reaction
time will be slower, and leaves may appear to stick
for a few days. Be patient, and your results should
be good.
Corn:

Most of the corn crop is out of the field,
and I think we are all pleased with what we have
seen. The cotton crop is a surprise, but even though
the corn crop was too we know that the plentiful
supply of water, moderate temperatures, and
adequate sunlight should have produced good corn
yields – and they did. We were already seeing good
yields under irrigation, but in effect all our corn was
“irrigated” this year.
All the varieties performed well, but some
better than others. Needless to say, we can’t judge
varieties on drought tolerance this year, but we
can’t lose sight of this vital factor in choosing
varieties for next year. This is the reason we base
our recommendations on as many years of data as
possible.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops
Mississippi State University Extension Service

Some of you in areas where Southwestern
corn borer has become a big problem have returned
to using some fall tillage to destroy overwintering
pupae, and I can’t disagree with this logic, however
please try to leave as much debris on the surface as
possible to protect the soil. So far, what I have seen
has been very good, and all that will be needed next
spring will be to drop the planter and go again with
cotton, soybeans, or corn. I encourage you folks
who have worked your way into an all-corn
monoculture system to consider rotating with cotton
or soybeans to avoid building disease, insect, and
weed problems in your corn, and to gain the
advantage of high yields in the other crops as well.
Rotation pays.
Soybeans:
Most of the Group 4 varieties have been
harvested with little field damage. Yields have
been generally good, but not as good as I had hoped
at one point. Group 5 and 6 varieties appear to be
good as well, but I don’t have a good handle on
these yields yet. Reports indicate that foliar
fungicide applications paid big dividends this year,
as did late insecticide applications for stinkbugs.
There are some big differences in varieties this
year; the variety tests are not available yet but
should be soon.
In Conclusion:
At the moment, it looks like we are seeing
the end of the “monsoon” season we have
experienced for almost two years, however the
situation can change quickly. We have been spared
several tropical storms and hurricanes. Years like
this do not come often; I hope you were positioned
to take full advantage of it. As I mentioned earlier,
I will be sending you a reminder about the cotton
variety field day at Durant– try to make plans to
come. Thanks for your time.

